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its psychical atoms shall be wholly free, that is, wholly
isolated, as the state of true blessedness. To be strictly
consistent, it ought to demand a separate heaven for each
and every soul.

The philosophy of Spinoza represents a powerful reaction,
having its source in the deepest religious needs, against this
pluralistic conception. But even in Spinoza the impulse
to secure spiritual liberty to the individual is too deeply
rooted. He brings two elements into direct combination
with no intermediary stages: a sense of individual freedom,
which feels every kind of political influence that is not
absolutely necessary for protection as sheer constraint; and
a consciousness of the unity existing between the individual
and the infinite. Among the successors of Spinoza it was
Leibniz whose vision, in this respect as in others, reached
beyond the horizon of his time, and who came nearest to
transcending the limitations of individualistic ethics. Such
was the significance and tendency of his brilliant reform
of metaphysical atomism. His principle of pre-established
harmony was like a ray of light manifesting the universal
psychical Being in the darkness of an age given over to
external dualism; an age that reduced all "existence to
material mechanisms, within which spirits were unwillingly
confined as by a spell. Yet Leibniz could not overcome
individualism. It was eliminated in the doctrine of universal
harmony only to be more evident in the absolute simplicity
and separateness of the psychical substances. The principle
of harmony and the conception of monads are irrecon-
cilable ideas, and the attempt to combine them results
in checking the development of the former. Hence the
philosophy of Leibniz, like many recent revivals of his
doctrine, leaves us with the general idea of psychical unities
existing in a reciprocal relation that is, so far as they
are concerned, purely external, that does not proceed from